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PRINCES IN DEMOCRATIC INDIA

j3. What place would you assign to the Princes in democratic
India?

A. I would give them a fat commission as trustees
of their people. I "would say to them, however, that they
must work for this comniission. They would have the
same privileges as the British. King enjoys. They are,
after all, bis vassals. They cannot be greater than he. The
King of England cannot hang a man. He can only act
through proper channels. He is a private citizen, though
the first one. If I can like monarchy at all, I would like the
limited monarchy of England. And, "why should not the
people of the States determine what they -want ? As far as
justice for the people is concerned, I have already said that
their supreme courts must be subject to the High Court of
India.

MY ATTITUDE TOWARDS INDIAN STATES

jg. What is your attitude towards the Indian States and their
Rulers ?

A. My attitude towards the Indian States and their
Rulers is that of perfect friendship. I desire a radical re-
form m their constitution. The condition in many States
is most deplorable^ but reform has to come from within and
it is a matter for adjustment between the Rulers and the
subjects, save for such pressure as is bound to be exerted
upon them by the expression of enlightened public opinion
in their neighbourhood.

THE PRINCES' DETERMINATION

j2. The Princes seem to be determined to maintam their privi-
leges even after the departure of the Britich. Therefore, there
is need for a plain declaration that they would have no place in a
Free Tndia. My feeling is that you have so fai shown them more
consideration than they deserve,

A. If you are right in your judgment, the privileges
themselves will destroy the Princes, Privileges that service
of the people bestows "will always persist. But most of the
paraphernalia, that ^omp and circumstance9 account for,
will most certainly go.